PARISH REPORT

for the 2016-2017 Ministry Year

Hi families! Thank you for investing in your youth’s lives by sending them to Ignite and
Journey! It is always a joy to have them with us. This is a report we put together last
spring to recap the 2016 - 2017 ministry year. This report will give you an idea of what
your child is participating in, and how they are impacted because of your support. This
Thanksgiving, we are thankful for you and we are thankful for all that God has done.
Thank you for investing in the lives of your youth!
Love, Lydia and Josh

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH MINISTRY: JOURNEY
This past year at Journey, we experienced a lot of growth! The
youth continually surprise me with their knowledge of the faith
and commitment, even after Confirmation. I've enjoyed talking
with them about how God has brought me closer to Him and
seeing them desire a similar relationship with Jesus. We’ve talked
about how God’s love is a gift offered freely and unconditionally!
The way we live our lives is a witness to how much we reciprocate His love, but He offers it to us no matter what we’ve done or
who we are. Our Confirmation retreat was also powerful! There
have been many fruits from it already. I can’t wait to see what
else God wants to do in our parish this year. Joshua Calhoun
St. Mary’s High School Youth Minister

WHAT THE YOUTH HAVE TO SAY
“I had always known that God existed being brought up in a very Catholic family. However, I
had never practiced it or truly understood it. Little did I know that on my Confirmation retreat
that would change. During Adoration the retreat coordinator said to let yourself be free and to
devote yourself to God. I had always heard that but never really knew what it truly meant. For
the first time I let it happen. After that retreat I had the evidence to back up all the teachings I
had received and from then on have lived a life closer to God and am extremely glad and
thankful that I have because is has changed my life in so many good and fruitful ways.”
- 10th Grade Student

HOW IT ALL ADDS UP
In the past year of ministry, we have seen:
50 youth at weekly high school ministry nights
5 discussion groups that meet each week
26 youth attending retreats to go deeper in faith
6 young adults serving each week as mentors
19 high school youth confirmed
18 attend the Steubenville Youth Conference in Dallas

