St. Mary’s Youth Ministry
Parent Packet 2017-2018
Thank you so much for being here! Not only at this parent mee?ng but also in this parish, in our

program, inves?ng in the faith forma?on and educa?on of your child. We are so excited to work with you and
your family this coming year! This packet is ﬁlled with just about everything you’ll need. If you were not able
to aNend the parent mee?ng, but have received this packet, feel free to call or email us with any ques?ons

Hello, my name is Joshua Calhoun! I run the Journey program here at St. Mary’s for the high school

youth. I will be star?ng my third year in the parish, and I’m super excited to see the ways God wants to work
in the hearts of our youth this year!!
I have been Catholic my whole life, and God has worked in me and through me in
ways I wouldn’t have believed possible growing up in a small town with a shy
temperament. My passion for high school youth ministry began while I was in
high school, ministering to my peers, and con?nued from that point on as I began
doing missionary work. I love being able to draw youth into a deeper rela?onship
with Jesus through the Bible and the richness of our Catholic faith! I think my
favorite thing about ministry is seeing something click in the heart and mind of a
young person…when they “get it” and understand a liNle more fully how much
God LOVES them!
My hope for this year is that you will journey with us on this pilgrimage of faith
joshua@ablazeyouth.org and that we can walk alongside each other growing in faith together as we bring
(979) 485-9910 ext. 712 the young church closer to God! If we give God all we have, He will give us all He
has, for He will not be outdone in generosity :)

Howdy! My name is Lydia Piskor, and I am the middle school youth minister
here at St. Mary’s! This is my second year running the Ignite program for our
middle schoolers and it is an absolute JOY to be able to work with such amazing
kiddos

I have been a follower of Christ my en?re life, but it wasn’t un?l college that Jesus
completely captured my heart and brought me back into the Catholic Church. I
have a love for Christ, love for youth, and love for Christ’s Church. My favorite thing
about being a youth minister is when the youth come to know whom Jesus is and
have fun in the process!
My goal this year is to bring the middle schoolers of our parish to a deeper
understanding of who God is, bring them to grow in desire of His great goodness
and love, and to help YOU as their guardians lead your youth to Jesus in whatever
way I can. Jesus is good and I can’t wait to see the plans He has for us this year!
We are so excited to have a youth program where your children can grow in faith
and love, make life long community, and explore the mission Christ has put in
their hearts. Thanks and God Bless!

lydia@ablazeyouth.org
(979) 485-9910 ext. 713

Goals for the Year:
Our personal goal is to offer every youth a true encounter with Jesus Christ and to cultivate an
environment of discipleship. It is never too early - or too late - to encounter our Lord and Savior and
live a life with full abandon to Him.

~ Curriculum ~
Each year we will have a different curriculum to teach. This year in the middle school
program, Ignite (7th - 8th), we will be covering the Covenants. We will talk about God’s unending
faithfulness and His goodness for the Israelites and the Church today. Throughout the fall, we will
specifically be talking about the Old Testament covenants. We will cover Adam, Noah, Abraham,
Moses, and David. In the Spring, we will talk about the New Covenant we have through Jesus and
how we can grow in relationship with Him in our everyday lives, and especially through the Mass.
This year the high school Journey program (9th-12th) will be covering the 7 Sacraments in
the Fall and learning what it means to live life in Jesus Christ this coming Spring. We will have
individual nights for each of the Sacraments, so we can dive deeply into each one of them. In the
Spring, we will be talking about things like: the natural and moral law, virtues, sin and grace, and the
Sermon on the Mount. We hope to bring a greater understanding of these teachings and how they
apply to us today.
***ATTENTION CONFIRMANDES:

*The diocese requires at least 2 consecutive years of at least 70% youth
group attendance preceding confirmation.

Events:
Every semester, Ablaze and St. Mary’s offer a number of events for youth of all ages and levels of
faith. These range from monthly to once a semester events, and offer a variety of experiences.
Attached to this packet are registration forms for some of these events. If you have any questions or
would like to register for any events, please contact us!

~Revive Youth Rally~
- September 9, 2017

Revive is an annual event provided by Ablaze Ministries. It is a day filled with fun activities, dynamic
speakers, and powerful worship. Samantha Shepard, the high school youth minister at St. Joseph’s,
will be hosting the event with featured speakers including Gina Bauer and St. Joseph Director of
Youth Ministry Taylor Schroll. This year’s theme is “Set a Fire,” and what better way to kick off the
year than to allow the Spirit to set a fire in your youth! If you would like to register with St. Mary’s,
you can either register as an individual online at revivebcs.org, or you can fill out the registration
form and turn it in either at the parish office or Ignite or Journey. Anyone in 6th-12th grade is
eligible to attend. Adults are welcome to sign up to volunteer. Registration is $50/person for early
signups and $60 at the door.

~Encounter~
- Monthly on Saturdays

Encounter is a monthly prayer ministry hosted by Ablaze Ministries for the Brazos Valley. Typically
each night has praise and worship, a talk by a guest speaker, and Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament. Everyone is invited to attend. This event is always free and is hosted at St. Joseph’s
Secondary School in Christ the Good Shepherd Chapel. Dates for the fall semester are Sept. 16th,
Oct. 28th, and Nov. 11th; Spring dates TBA.

~Retreats~

Every semester, we offer a middle school and high school retreat for all parishes in the Brazos
Valley. Our retreats are filled with prayer, teaching, and fun! This fall, our middle school retreat will
be on October 7th-8th. It is open to all 7th-8th grade students. The high school retreat is on
November 3rd-5th and is open to all 9th- 12th grade students. We will have a combined middle
school and high school service retreat on March 3rd-4th. Registration cost and theme will be
announced closer to the retreat date.

~Enlisted~
- February 21, 2018

Enlisted is an annual spring event that focuses on taking faith deeper in order to live it out in a
culture that rejects it. Each year we bring in world-class speakers to engage the youth of the Brazos
Valley about various topics. We then break into small groups facilitated by volunteers to dive deeper
into the message of the evening. We will have more information on time, place and cost for Enlisted
at a later date.

~Camp BASIC~

Camp BASIC is our annual summer camp available for all incoming 7th and 8th and outgoing 8th
grade students. This 5 day, 4 night camp offers a week of fun outdoor activities, including basketball,
volleyball, swimming, canoeing, BB guns, archery, low ropes, and high ropes. In the evenings we
have talks given by dynamic speakers, praise and worship, dramas, and other faith filled activities.
This is a one-of-a-kind summer camp, and we hope to see your youth there! More information and
registration will be available in the spring semester.

~Potluck Family Dinner~
- Ignite: October 22, 2017; Journey: TBD

Once a semester, parents are invited and encouraged to come to our family dinner youth nights to
experience what a typical youth night looks like. Each family brings a dish to share we all have
dinner together, play a game, listen to a speaker, and break into small groups. We also provide
opportunities for families to pray together and share hearts. These nights are amazing, and a great
way to reconnect with your child’s faith life.

Communication:
The formation of your child in the Faith is extremely important to you and that is a great thing! So,
below are the different forms of communication we will ensure make it to you.

Flocknote

Flocknote is an email/newsletter database that will be our primary means of communication to you.
Every week, you will receive an email containing the topic discussed at youth group that week, any
announcements for upcoming events, and any extra resources I might have for you that week. If you
do not have an email, but you have a cell phone, these newsletters will be sent as a text message to
your phone. If you do not have an email or a cell phone, or if you have not given the church or me
that information, you will not be able to receive these emails, which could mean loss of vital
information for you. If you need accommodations to be made, please let me know. Otherwise, I will
assume you have the information by other means.

Instagram

We use Instagram to post pictures from our events and youth nights, to promote the faith, and to
make some announcements to the youth. You and your youth can follow the Ignite and Journey
programs @caldwell.catholics.for.christ

Facebook

We have a Facebook group to share announcements and resources and update you about everything
the youth program is up to. Our group is called St. Mary's Caldwell Youth Ministry. You can find us
on Facebook and join our page to keep up with Ignite and Journey!

Bulletin Announcements

Bulletin announcements will be used for large events, such as retreats, service events, area-wide
events, and more. Anything in a bulletin announcement will have already been sent out in a
Flocknote, so you should not be missing any information.

Parent Meetings

These typically happen before each year, and only occur again if deemed necessary for emergencies
or other serious events. These meetings are completely comprehensive, and provide a platform for
parents to ask any and all questions in person in front of other parents who might be wondering the
same thing. All parent meetings are mandatory for any parents who have youth registered in youth
group.

Resources:
Ablaze also has resources which can help bring the Catholic faith into your home. Here are some
resources we offer that you and your child may benefit from!

The Forge - theforge.live

The Forge is a blog written by the youth ministers at Ablaze Ministries. Although they are written
specifically for high school students, college students, adults and middle school students may also
find these blogs inspiring and insightful. Follow URL above and share these blogs with your youth!

Beyond the Pew - youtube.com/user/CCFMtx

Beyond the Pew is a vlog (video blog) for parents that discusses topics we have covering at Ignite
and Journey and ways to live out the faith as a family. Led by our directors of youth ministry,
Beyond the Pew gives short, easy videos for you to watch and apply. Each semester series of Beyond
the Pew focused on a specific topic, typically chosen from issues faced in the world today and
common issues you may come across raising your children in the Catholic faith. This FREE
resource is specifically for you, the parents, and is a great way to help you help your child grow in
relationship with Jesus Christ. Follow the URL above to get started!

New Opportunities:
HS Leadership Team

Youth often get thrown aside as not being mature enough to lead, but given the right guidance and
direction, they can be incredibly creative and influential. This small group of 11th and 12th grade
students will meet once a month to learn about leadership, plan a service event for the Spring
semester, and dive deeper into relationship with Jesus Christ. If your youth is interested in joining
the HS Leadership Team, they will need to pick up an application from the high school youth
minister Joshua Calhoun at a youth night. Application will be available at the first three youth nights
of the fall semester.

Parent Bible Study

This year Connie Turner will be leading a Bible study for parents to participate in during Journey on
Wednesdays. The Bible study will take place 6:30-8:00pm but parents are welcome to come at 6:00
and have dinner at the same time as the youth. Parents are welcomed and encouraged to participate
in this awesome weekly event, even if they cannot attend every week. For more information, see the
attached letter.

Parent Night

These nights are meant to help parents deal with particular issues facing their children. They are
once a semester and are open to any and all parents. This fall, our Parent Night will be on Sunday,
November 12th, from 6-8pm. A representative from Scotty’s House will be coming to talk about
how to protect your child from predators on social media and the dangers and temptations teens
face such as sexting, abuse, and even sex trafficking. Ignite youth will attend their normal youth
night that night.
Spring Parent Night details will be given at a later date.

Volunteers:
This ministry is impossible without your help! Please take the time to sign up with your youth
minister in person or through email. Each role only has so many spots open so it will be first come
first served.

Meals:
Laura Acebo and Dominga Gonzales are the meal team coordinators for Ignite and Journey. They
are the main contacts for meals during youth nights and are responsible for contacting families who
are providing the meal that night. Each family is asked to provide one meal a semester. Families can
be reimbursed up to $50 for Ignite and $75 for Journey as long as you provide your receipt. Please
sign the meal team sheet that is being passed around. Dates are first come first serve, so sign up as
soon as possible to ensure you get the date you want!

Chaperones:
For each event, we are required to have a specific number of adults per child. It is easy to meet the
requirement on Ablaze events, but not so much when we have events like Lock-Ins and social
events. We want to make sure all the youth interested are able to attend, so we need chaperones to
meet this requirement.

Small Group Leaders (4 Ignite; 6-8 Journey):
-

Builds relationships with youth and shares the Catholic faith with them through faith-filled
conversations, activities and games.

Small Group Aide (4 Ignite; 6-8 Journey):
- Supports small group leaders by participating in group discussion, collecting supplies
needed for activities and games, and taking attendance.

Hospitality (2-3 Journey & Ignite):
-

Greets youth with a smile as they enter for the youth night, starts conversations and creates a
warm environment from the time they walk in the door.

Send off (2-3 Journey & Ignite):
-

Makes sure each youth gets picked up and are safe in the parking lot after each youth night.

Support Ministers (2 Ignite; 3 Journey):
-

Responsible for helping with behind the scene tasks that make each night run more
smoothly. Tasks include setting up chairs, cleaning up tables after meals, setting up games,
clean up after the night, etc.)

Transportation (5 Ignite & Journey):

-

Transport youth to and from different locations for events such as retreats, Encounter,
Revive, Enlisted, and Camp BASIC.

Retreat Team (4 Ignite & Journey)
-

Provide one retreat meal per semester (high school only)
Partake in retreat activities/lead small groups on retreat, security (sleep by doors)

Social Media/Photographers (1-2 Ignite & Journey):
-

Take pictures, Post on Instagram Stories & Facebook.

Fundraising Committee (4-6 Ignite & Journey):
-

We try to have at leasat 2 fundraisers each year. This committee would work with the youth
ministers to help coordinate fundraisers and run the events.

Service Committee (4-6 Ignite & Journey):
-

Journey and Ignite are looking to serve the Caldwell community this year. This committee
would work with the youth ministers to help coordinate service projects and events.

